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Minamoto no Yoshitsune, the military mastermind who defeated the Heike clan in 1185, has had a falling out with his brother Yoritomo, the
shogun of Japan. Accompanied by the warrior-priest Benkei and a few other loyal retainers, he flees the capital and arrives at Daimotsu Bay
in the Province of Settsu to board a boat that will take him to Kyushu.

Yoshitsune's group also includes his mistress, Shizuka. Benkei, realizing that the road ahead will prove difficult for a woman, urges
Yoshitsune to send her back to the capital. Though devastated by this news, Shizuka participates in a farewell banquet and dances for her
lord before retiring in tears, hoping she will meet Yoshitsune again in some happier time.

Yoshitsune is reluctant to leave Shizuka and orders a delay in their departure, but Benkei tells the boatmen to set sail immediately. The sea is
tranquil as they leave shore, but soon black clouds gather in a sudden storm. The vengeful ghost of Taira no Tomomori, a Heike general who
was defeated by Yoshitsune, appears and attacks the boat with his halberd.

Benkei rubs his prayer beads and prays for protection from the evil spirit, casting him back into the waves where he disappears in white
foam.
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A master notices that every time he leaves his house, his two servants Tarokaja and Jirokaja steal his sake. Knowing that Tarokaja is proud of
his stick-fighting prowess, the wily master asks for a demonstration and tricks Tarokaja into getting tied up with a pole across his shoulders.
He then gets the better of Jirokaja by tying his hands behind his back. Thinking his sake is now safe, the master goes out. The two bound
servants long for a sip of sake, and comically overcome their bonds to quench their thirst. But at the height of their revelry, the master
returns...

With sake as its topic, this popular piece incorporates elements of bojutsu, the traditional Japanese martial art of stick fighting, while

light-heartedly portraying the relationship between master and servant in feudal Japan. One of the highlights is the servants' attempts to sing
and dance while tied up, a premise that inspired a kabuki dance version, as well.
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Venue

Keyaki Kaikan (university Hall)
Chiba University

1-33 Yayoi-cho, Inage-ku, Chiba-shi 263-8522
On the Nishi-Chiba Campus

Closest Stations

10-minute walk from JR Nishi-Chiba Station
6-minute walk from Keisei Midoridai Station
Not appropriate for preschool-aged children.
Please refrain from coming by car.
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