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SECTION 15: FUTURE CHALLENGES FOR
EDUCATION AND RESEARCH DEVELOPMENT

As mentioned above, Chiba University has become a global
university since its incorporation, aiming to develop global hu-
man resources capable of playing an active role internationally
in education, and to produce research results of internationally
high standards in research. We have promoted collaboration
among a variety of domestic and international research institu-
tions, and been pivotal in the introduction of external funding.
At the same time, we have promoted collaboration with local
governments in Chiba Prefecture and companies with ties to
Chiba Prefecture, and have clarified our stance as a university
that is rooted in, and contributes to the community. It can be
said that Chiba University has achieved a high level of global
orientation and regional orientation. Finally, I would like to
confirm future issues for education and research development.

In modern society, where the interconnectedness of the world
is progressing at an unprecedented rate, it is clear that both
global and local perspectives are required to solve all kinds of
problems. We must continue to promote education and research
while paying attention to both global and local aspects. If we
take, for example, the consideration of sustainable environmen-
tal conservation that Chiba University has focused on, and the
promotion of diversity such as eliminating gender gaps, these
are both issues that should be shared globally. This is an issue
that our university needs to realize through its internal gover-
nance and together with the local community. In other words, it
can be said that global issues should be realized locally, and in-
formation should be disseminated globally from reforms based
on local realities. From this perspective, we would like to reaf-
firm that we should continue to embody both our global and lo-
cal orientations through our education and research practices,

without abandoning them.
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However, there will likely be difficulties in continuing to pur-
sue both global and regional orientations. In terms of global
orientation, the coronavirus pandemic that lasted several years
affected overseas travel that involves physical movement by
increasing costs and risks, and the unstable geopolitical situ-
ation has accelerated this. Furthermore, these complex factors
are not only leaving a scar on the local economy, but are also
creating concerns about the economic situation of students. Al-
though it may be difficult to resolve all of these issues immedi-
ately, we must always return to the basics we at Chiba Univer-
sity have been striving to achieve by creating a university that
contributes to and is supported by the local community, and
collaborating with various organizations both domestically and
internationally to ensure the acquisition of, and mutual accom-

modation of resources.
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