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Plants that produce phytochemicals: Glycyrrhiza glabra,
Catharanthus roseus
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Plants that produce phytochemicals: Perilla frutescensvar. crispa

PLANT MOLECULAR
SCIENCE CENTER

A variety of chemicals produced by plants (phytochemicals)
not only support human life in the form of medicines, foods,
fuels, and industrial raw materials, but also support the glob-
al environment as communication signals in ecosystems. The
Plant Molecular Science Center is composed of researchers who
aim to clarify the genomic basis of the production of phyto-
chemicals, their chemical structure and activities, and their en-
vironmental responses, by revealing the principles behind the
chemical diversity and unity of plant metabolites. In addition,
the development of new pharmaceuticals and reagents, the de-
velopment of health-functional food, and the production of in-
dustrial raw materials lie within the scope of the center’s activ-
ities. Researchers from the Graduate School of Pharmaceutical
Sciences, Graduate School of Science, Graduate School of Engi-
neering, Graduate School of Horticulture, the Medical Mycology
Research Center, and the Center for Environment, Health and

Field Sciences gather in this center.
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Plants that produce phytochemicals: Zycopodium sp.,
Taxus baccata
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